Office of the Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Mangrove Cell, Mumbai
302, Wakefield House, 3™ Floor, Ballard Estate, Above Britannia & Co. Restaurant, Fort, Mumbai-400 001
Ph: 022-22694984. 22694985, Email: ccfmmumbai@gmail.com / defmangrovecell@gmail.com

ADMIN/2018-19/ \5o Date: December 1% 2018.

To,
The Prothonotory and Senior Master
Hon’ble High Court ,Mumbai.

Sub: - Compliance report by the Mangrove Monitoring Committee as per the Directions
of Hon’ble Bombay High Court order dated 17 September, 2018 in PIL 87/2006 .

The Hon’ble Bombay High Court vide order dated 17™ September, 2018 in PIL 87 of 2006
has directed the monitoring committee headed by the Divisional Commissioner to submit a
Compliance report. Accordingly, I humbly submit the first compliance report of the said committee.

The same may please be brought to the notice of Hon’ble Bombay High Court.

(Jayaramegowda R.)0 | ] l )44&
Member Secretary
State Mangrove Monitoring Committee
And
Deputy Conservator of Forest, Mangrove Cell.

Copy to: Government Pleader (Original side), Bombay High Court.

Copy to: Chairman, State Mangrove Monitoring Committee and Divisional Commissioner, Konkan
Division.

Copy to: Additional Chief Secretary (Revenue), Government of Maharashtra.

Copy to: Secretary (Forest), Government of Maharashtra.




IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT BOMBAY
ORDINARY ORIGINAL CIVIL JURISDICTION

PUBLIC INTEREST LITIGATION NO. 87 OF 2006

Bombay Environment Action

Group and another .... Petitioners
Vs
The State of Maharashtra and others ....Respondents

Compliance Report of the Mangrove Monitoring Committee

Para.

No.

Order Compliance Remarks

85

(A) The following directions issued | Directions have been
in the interim order dated 6" October | issued to all the

2005 shall continue to operate as | concerned authorities.
final directions in following terms;
(I) That there shall be a total freeze
on the destruction and cutting of
mangroves in the entire State of
Mabharashtra;

(IT) Dumping of rubble/garbage/solid

waste on the mangrove areas shall be

stopped forthwith;
(TIT) Regardless of ownership of the '
land having mangroves and the area !
of the land, all constructions taking |
place within 50 metres on all sides of
all mangroves areas shall be
forthwith stopped. The area of 50
meters shall be kept free of
construction except construction of a
compound wall/fencing for its

protection.

(IV) No development permission
whatsoever shall be issued by any
authority in the State of Maharashtra

in respect of any area under

mangroves. All authorities including I




the Planning Authorities shall note
that all mangroves lands irrespective
of its area will fall in CRZI as per
both the CRZ notifications of 1991
and 2011. In case of all mangrove
areas of 1000 sq. meter or more, a
buffer zone of 50 meters along the
Mangroves will also be a part of
CRZI area. Though buffer zone of
50 meters in case of mangroves area
of less than 1000 meters will not be a
part of CRZI, it will be subject to
above restrictions specified in clause
I1I above;

(V) The State of Maharashtra is
directed to file in this Court and
furnish to the petitioner copies of the
maps referred to in paragraph 10 of
the affidavit dated 16th August,
2005, filed by Mr. Gajanand Varade,
Director, Environment Department,
State of Maharashtra (Page 346 on

the record), within four weeks from

The Director.
Environment shared the
pen drive containing
copies map referred to in
paragraph 10 of the
affidavit dated  16th
August. 2005. filed by
Mr. Gajanand Varade.
Director.

Department,
Maharashtra to  the
petitioner vide its letter
MCZMA 2018

/CR.54/T.C.- 4 Dated 1*

Environment

State of

today. The soft or hard copies of the | December 2018.

maps be supplied to the Petitioner

within the same period;

(B) The following direction issued in | The  Chief Secrétary.
terms of clause 8 (viii) of the order | Govt. of Maharashtra has
dated 6th October 1005 has been | directed Director |
substantially complied with: MRSAC to carry out

“The areas shown as mangrove area

in the satellite study report
“Mapping of mangroves in the
Maharashtra State using Satellite
Remote Sensing” dated August,
2005, prepared by the Maharashtra
Remote Sensing Application Centre
(MRSAC) for the MCZMA which

was submitted to this Court on 29"

Mangrove study by using
high resolution satellite
imageries for detailed
mapping of mangroves.
Transfer of mangrove
details on city survey /
village maps is to be
completed by 17th March

2019. (Annexure 1)




August, 2005, form part of Phase I
of the mapping by MRSAC. The
‘MRSAC will, in Phase Il, carry out
mangroves  study using high
resolution for detailed mapping of
mangroves with a view to identify
more precisely mangrove areas in
Mumbai and Navi Mumbai. After
receiving the said satellite data,
transfer of mangrove details on city
survey/village maps (cadastral map)
will be carried out within a period of

6 months from today”.

(C) The directions in sub clauses(ix)
to (xiii) of clause 8 of the order dated
6th October 2005 shall continue to
operate as final directions in respect
of mangrove areas only on the
government lands and the lands held
by Planning Authorities like CIDCO,
MMRDA etc. In respect of the lands
admeasuring 2823.8493 Hectares as
stated in the affidavit dated 14th
February 2018 of Shri Milind
Panditrao, the direction regarding
transfer of the lands to the Forest
Department and  consequential
directions regarding making revenue
entries shall be complied with within
a period of three months from the
date on which this Judgment and
Order is wuploaded. The State
identify  the

mangroves lands which were vested

Government  shall

in it by virtue of section 3(1) of the
Private Forest Act and shall take
appropriate steps in respect of such
lands for transferring such lands to

Forest Department within a period of

The Chief Secretary.
Govt. of Maharashtra has |
issued the following
directions in a meeting
specially convened on
17th November 2018 to
discuss the follow up
action required in the
context of the of the final
Hon’ble
High Court in PIL |

87/2006. (Minutes of the

order of the

Meeting is attached as

Annexure 1)

1. All the Municipal
Corporations, CIDCO,
MMRDA, MHADA.
MIDC, Revenue

Department and other
concerned agencies to
expedite the process of
identification of
government  mangrove
land, their notification as
Reserved Forest and

transfer to

subsequent




18 montlis from today. It will be also
open for the State Government to
take recourse to section 21 of the
Private Forest Act in appropriate

cases;

Forest Deparftmf:ﬁ{;' e

2. Instructions were given

to.  “all ke - Dusiviet
Collectors to complete
the transfer of entire

notified mangrove area

and to make revenue
entries before the dead
by
Honourable High Court
16th

Wherever

line given the

{2 by December
2018.

notified under section 4

arcas

have been excluded after
the Forest
Officer, the

orders should be shared

inquiry by

Settlement

with Forest Department.

so that wherever felt

necessary by that latter.
an

appeal  can

preferred.

hc!

Around
H35  ha
Mangroves

is pending

for transfer

(D) We direct the State Government
to constitute a Committee headed by
the Divisional Commissioner, as
agreed by the State Government. The
Committee and subcommittees shall
be formed in accordance with the
observations made in paragraph 68
be

responsible for the reservation and

above. The committee shall

conservation of mangroves, for
restoration of reclaimed mangroves
areas set out in paragraph 73 above
and for implementation of the
directions in this Judgment. The
shall be

within a period of one month from

Committee constituted

1. The State Government

has constituted the

Monitoring  Committee
under the Chairmanship
of the Konkan Divisional
Commissioner vide
Resolution
dated 16th October 2018

2)

Government

(Annexure which

includes representatives

from Revenue. Police.

Forest. Municipal

Corporations and other

planning authorities,

Member Secretary of

MCZMA. Regional

.




today. The subcommittees as
observed in paragraph 68 shall be
constituted within two months from
today. The Committee shall hold
regular meetings and the minutes of
the meeting shall be made available
on public domain as observed in
paragraph 68 above. As directed
under the order dated 6th October
2005, the Principal Secretaries of (1)
Environment, (2) Revenue and (3)

of

Government of Maharashtra shall be

Forest Department the
overall in charge for ensuring total
the
issued under this Judgment and
Order. They will

working of the Committee headed by

compliance  with directions

the

monitor

the Divisional Commissioner;

officers of MPCB,
Director of BNHS, NGOs
working in the field and
also the petitioners of PIL
87/2006 PIL

218/2013.

and

2 The Divisional

Commissioner, Konkan

Division has set up
Subcommittees at District
and Taluka levels under
of
District

Sub

Officers

the  Chairmanship
concerned
Collectors  and
divisional

respectively

3).

(Annexure 1
The Subcommittees
have representative from

Departments like Forest.

Police, Land Record.
Fisheries etc. District
Collectors have been

authorized to include

representatives of NGOs

and fishermen
community from their
respective districts. |
3 e Monitoring

Committee conducted its
meeting on 12th

November, 2018 and the

first

minutes of the meeting is
enclosed (Annexure 4).

4) Thé Chief Secretary
has directed to constitute
of

Secretaries which will be !

a Committee

chaired by Addilionali




Chief

(Revenue) to ensure the

Secretary

total compliance of the
directions of Honourable
court and to monitor the
working of the committee
headed by the Divisional
commissioner (Minutes
of the Meeting chaired by
Chief Secretary 1is in
Annexure 1)

5) The Secretariat of the

Monitoring  Committee
will be housed in the
Mangrove Cell and
necessary funds for
establishing the
Secretariat  will  be
provided by the
Mangrove  Foundation.
(Annéxure 1)

(E) The State Government shall | The Monitoring

create a  QGrievance Redress

Mechanism for enabling the
members of the public to lodge
complaints about the activity of
of

mangroves. An opportunity must be

destruction  /removal the
made available to file complaints
about any acts or omission which
may ultimately result in destruction
or causing damage to the mangroves
area. The State Government shall
make arrangements for receiving
complaints on dedicated website. on
toll free numbers and in physical
form to the officers or offices

nominated by the State Government

in all districts and especially in the

Committee has set up the
following Grievance
Redress Mechanism

1)A  Separate website
(www.konkanmangrove

s.com), toll free number

(1926) and

E-mail id
(konkanmangroves@g
mail.com) have ben
established by - ‘the

committee to receive the
|

complaints  from the |
citizens (Annexure 5, 6
& 7). -

2) The District Collector.

Superintendent of Police




areas where there are mangroves. A
facility shall be made available for
uploading the photographs of the
affected area by email and by what’s
app or similar media by use of cell
phone. The State Government must
also create a machinery to ensure
that the said Complaints are
immediately transferred to the
Committee headed by the Divisional
Commissioner. The Committees will
ensure that immediate action is taken
of stopping the illegal destruction or
acts amounting to causing damage to
the mangrove areas, if necessary,
with the police help. Necessary
register shall be maintained of the
complaints received and action taken
thereon. The State Government must
lay down the procedure by which
complainant is kept posted about the
action taken on his or her complaint.
On the request made by the
complainant, the identity of the
complainant shall be masked and the
names of the complainant shall not

be disclosed to the violators;

and Deputy Conservator
of Forest have been asked
to nominate their
representative as nodal
officers to address the
each

complaints from

district. The complaint
received from call centre
or website or e-mail will
be directly forwarded to
these nodal officers and
their details (Name. Post.
Contact number and e¢-
mail id) will be shared
with call centre (List of
Nodal
Annexure 8)

3) Whenever the

officers -

complaint is received

before the

Monitoring  Committee. |

will  be
Sub

Committee at the district

the same

transferred to

level. The Subcommittees
will dispose of all the
complaints under their
jurisdiction at their local
level and report back to
State Monitoring
Committee headed by the
Divisional
Commissioner. If the
complainant  is  not
satisfied with the decision
of Subcommittee then
they can approach State
Monitoring Committee.

4) The complaint

State |




(received through Toll
free  number 1926/
website/E- mail/by post)
will be forwarded to
Nodal officer and
Subcommittee. The
Nodal officer
(Revenue/Police/Forest)
him/herself (whoever is
available) or their team to
inspect the site within 48
hours and to register an
offence. It is the duty of
Police (Concerned nodal
officer/ Deputy
Superintendent of Police)
to provide protection 1o
the concerned officer
who is doing site
inspection.  The site
inspection shall be done
along with the
Complainant.
A) On Non- notified
mangrove land  and
Private mangrove:
i) Police 1o
complete the
investigation
within a month
and submit the
charge
sheet/complaint
including all the
relevant material
collected during
investigation 1o
authorised

officers (Regional




officer MPCB or
Sub

Magistrate) on the

Divisional

complaints on
private mangrove
or  non-notified

mangrove area.

ii) The authorized
officer (Regional
officer, MPCB or
SDM) will submit
the complaint
before the
Honourable court
for  prosecution
under EPA, 1986
within two
months.
B) On Notified mangrove
land:

i) The concerned

Forest officer
shall investigate
and file charge |

sheet within three
months before the
court for
prosecution of
offence under
respective Forest

Acts..

(F)  The

Mechanism shall be set up within a

Grievance  Redress
period of three months from today.
Adequate publicity shall be given to
the availability of the Grievance
Mechanism in

Redress leading

newspapers as well as

local

All the concerned

authorities are  being

asked to give wide

publicity regarding the

constitution of

committee, subcommittee

and the Grievance




newspapers.  Information  about
availability of the Grievance Redress
Mechanism shall be prominently
displayed in the offices of District
Collectors, Sub Divisional Officers,
Tahasildar in the Coastal Districts as
of the
Maharashtra Pollution Control Board
and the Maharashtra Maritime Board
The

displayed

well as in the offices

coastal districts,
shall be

prominently in the offices of the

in the

information

Municipal Corporations / Municipal
Councils provided any coastal area
forms part of the limits of such
Municipal Corporation or such
Municipal Council. Publicity shall
be given at regular intervals of at
least six months to the details of the
grievance redress mechanism in
ieading newspapers having good

circulation in the coastal areas;

Redress Mechanism. The |
Monitoring  Committee

has also given wide

publicity to the Grievance

Redress Mechanism
through the Publicity
Department and

Mangrove Cell in various
newspapers (both English
and Marathi (Annexure
9) and also through social
media like Facebook and
Instagram. (Annexure 10
and 11).

(G) We direct that it is the obligation
of the State to replant destructed
mangroves and to restore mangroves
areas which are illegally reclaimed.
The said areas shall be restored to its
original condition. In what manner
restoration shall be done must be
decided by the. Committee headed by
the Divisional Commissioner after
consulting experts in the field. The
shall the

vulnerable mangroves areas in the

Committee identify

State and direct its constant

surveillance by the Police/Forest
of the

Maharashtra Security Corporation.

Guards/Security  Guards

The Committee shall ensure that

1) In most of the cases
immediate availability of
fund to

mangrove

restore  the

land is not

available and especially

in private area the
authority = may  face
problems. Even if the

restoration cost of land is |

recovered from the
offender as an arrears of
land

Maharashtra

under
Land
Code,
restoration work will get
of

immediate unavailability

revenue

Revenue

affected  because

- 0=




barricades are erected for preventing
the entry of wvehicles in such
vulnerable area, The Committee
shall also consider of installing
CCTVs the
stretches to keep a vigil. The
shall

satellite

along vulnerable

Committee also cause to
undertake mapping of
mangroves area in the state at
periodical intervals of not more than
six months by using resolution as
suggested in paragraph no.28 of the
note submitted by the learned senior
counsel appearing for the petitioner.
shall be

considered by the Committee and

Any changes seen
remedial measures shall be taken.
The State Government shall sanction

necessary amount for that purpose:

of fund.
Committee has directed
that

Hence the

a) Respective Municipal
Corporations would take
up of

restoration of destructed

responsibility

areas in their jurisdiction
(urban areas). The

necessary funds for this

can be subsequently
demanded from the
government.

b) In rural areas,
Mangrove  Foundation
will initially wuse its

resources for restoration
and if such funds are not |
sufficient. additional

grants will be sought
from the government.

2) The committee is of
the

sufficient time should be

opinion that.
given to complete the
exercise of identifying
the vulnerable mangrove
areas in each district. The
concerned Forest
Division of each district
has been asked to carry
out a survey, identify
these areas and prepare
an action plan for
keeping a constant vigil
on those lands.

3) A project has been

given to Indian Institute !
l
of Space Science and |
|

g




Technology, -
Thiruvananthapuram
(Institute under ISRO) by
Mangrove Foundation to
undertake the satellite
mapping of mangroves of
Maharashtra at periodic
intervals of six months

(Annexure 12)

(H) The State Government shall
ensure that criminal law is set in
motion against all those who commit
offences punishable under section 15
of the said Act of 1986 as observed
in the Judgment. The Committee
shall monitor implementation of this

direction;

The Monitoring
Committee headed by the
Divisional Commissioner
has setup following
procedure.

(1) The complaint
(received through toll-
free number
1926/website/e- mail/by
post) shall be forwarded
to the concerned Nodal
Officer and the concerned
Sub-Committee. The
Nodal officer
(Revenue/Police/Forest)
shall inspect (or arrange
to inépect) the site within
48 hours and take steps to
register an offence, where
the complaints is found
genuine. It is the duty of
Police (Concerned nodal
officer/ Deputy
Superintendent of Police)
to provide protection to
the concerned officer
who is doing site
inspection.  The  site
inspection shall be done

along with the

e




complainant (unless the |
complainant wants to
hide his identity)
A) On non-
notified mangrove
land and private

mangrove:

i) Police to
complete the
investigation
within a month
and submit the
charge
sheet/complaint
including all the
relevant material
collected during
investigation 1o
authorised
officers (Regional
officer MPCB or
Sub  Divisional
Magistrate).

ii) The authorized
officer (Regional
officer, MPCB or
SDM) shall
submit the
complaint before
the Honourable
court for
prosecution under
EPA. 1986 within
two months.

B) On Notified
mangrove land:

i) The concerned

Forest officer

~t3e




shall investigate
and file charge
sheet within three
months before the
court for
prosecution of
offence under
respective [Forest

Acts.

(I) The State Government shall issue
a direction under section 154 of the
MRTP Act to all concerned Planning
Authorities and Regional Boards
under the MRTP Act to show
mangroves areas and 50-meter buffer
zone around it while making or
revising Development
Such

direction shall be issued within a

Plans/Regional  Plans. a

period of three months from today;

Principal Secretary
(Urban Development) has
issued directions to all
the planning authorities
to show mangrove area
and 50-meter buffer zone
in Development Plans /
Regional Plans

(Annexure 1).

State Mangrove Monitoring Committee
And Deputy Conservator of Forest,

ember Secretary

Mangrove Cell.

.

(Jayaramegowda R.m



IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT BOMBAY

ORDINARY ORIGINAL CIVIL JURISDICTION
PUBLIC INTEREST LITIGATION NO. 87 OF 2006

Bombay Environment Action
Group and another
.... Petitioners

Vs

The State of Maharashtra and others
....Respondents

Compliance Report of the Mangrove Monitoring
Committee

Dated this  Day of December, 2018
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Minutes of the MeetingChaired by Hon. Chief Secretary on 17 November 2018
Sub: Implications of the Order of Hon. High Court dated17™ September 2018 in PIL No. 87/2006

A meeting was convened by the Chief Secretary, Govt. of Maharashtra on 17 November 2018 to
understand the implications and discuss the necessary follow up actions regarding the order of the
Hon. High Court dated17" September 2018 in PIL No. 87/2006. The list of participants in the meeting
is attached as Annexure -1.

Agenda Item 1: The meeting started with a presentation by the Additional Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests, Mangrove Cell. The issues related to mangrove conservation in the State, the
efforts taken by Govt. of Maharashtra to conserve mangroves, the details of the interim and final
orders of the Hon. High Court in PIL 87/2006, the follow up action expected from various
government agencies etc. were covered in the presentation. This was followed by a discussion on
the remaining agenda items.

Agenda Topic Discussion Decision Action Time
Item Limit
No.

2 Transfer of APCCF, Mangrove Cell | Transfer of the entire | District 16
notified forest informed that 1135. 02 ha of | notified areas should be | Collectors- Decembe
lands to the notified mangrove areas are | completed before the | Palghar, Thane, | r2018
Forest to be transferred to the Forest | deadline given by the | Mumbai
Departmentand | Department. 85% of the areas | Hon. High Court, i.e. by | (Suburban),
making revenue | pending for transfer are in | 16® December 2018. Raigad,
entries Raigad District. It was | Wherever areas notified | Ratnagiri,

informed by  Divisional {u/s 4 have been Sindhudurg
Commissioner that some of | excluded after inquiry
the areas notified under | by the Forest
Section 4 of Indian Forest Act | Settlement Officer, the
has been excluded after | orders should be shared
enquiry by the Forest | with Forest Department,
Settlement Officer. Hence | so that wherever felt
actual area to be transferred | necessary by the latter,
will be less than the figures | an appeal can be
mentioned by APCCF. He | preferred.

further informed that

directions have been given to

all Collectors to transfer the

notified forest areas to the

Forest Department

3 Notification of APCCF informed that thereare | Al mangroves  on | District As early
mangrove land in | large tracts of mangrove areas government land are to | Collectors, as
possession of on public land owned by | be notified as Reserved Deputy possible
various Revenue, Municipal | Forests and transferred | Conservator of
Government Corporations, CIDCO, MMRDA, | to the Forest | Forests,
agencies on MHADA, MIDC, etc., which are | Department, as per the | concerned
public land yet to be notified. Hon. High | directions of the High | Municipal
owned by Court has directed that these | Court. This applies to Corporations,

Revenue, lands also should be notified | Revenue land as well as CIDCO,




Municipal as Reserved Forests and | mangrove land in the MMRDA,
Corporations, transferred to the Forest possession of Municipal | MHADA, MIDC
CIDCO, MMRDA, | Department. Divisional | Corporations and | and other
MHADA, MIDC, Commissioner informed that | government agencies | concerned
etc. the RDC of the concerned | like CIDCO, MMRDA, | agencies.
district will be the Nodal MHADA, MIDC etc. The
Officer for speeding up the | process of identification
entire process. of such Iland, their
notification as Reserved
Forest and subsequent
transfer should be
expedited.
Direction to Principal  Secretary  Urban | Planning Authorities to | All Planning | As early
Planning Development) informed that | show mangrove areas Authorities as
Authorities to directions under section 154 | and SOmetre buffer possible
mark mangrove | of the MRTP Actto show |zone in Development
lands in mangrove areas and SOmetre | Plans/Regional Plans
Development buffer zone in Development
Plans/Regional Plans/Regional Plans, has
Plans. already been issued
Removal of APCCF informed that | Whenever required by | Secretary As early
encroachment encroachment on all except | APCCF (Mangrove Cell), {(UD-H) as
from mangrove | three  locations  (Colaba, | Police Force shall be possible
areas and Wadala and Manori) have | provided for removal of | C.P. Mumbai /
restoration of been removed by the | encroachments Navi Mumbai /
destructed Mangrove Cell. The remaining | Municipal Corporation | Thane
forests locations are problematic and | shall be responsible for
will require deployment of | restoration of | Commissioner,
sufficient police personnel. As | mangroves destroyed in MCGM,
far as  restoration  of | their jurisdiction. Navi Mumbai
destructed mangrove areas Municipal
are concerned, the respective Corporation /[
Municipal Corporations will TMC / All other
have to take up responsibility Municipal
for restoration of destructed Corporation
areas in their jurisdiction. For
the rural areas, Mangrove
Foundation will initially use its
resources for restoration and
if such funds are not sufficient,
additional grants will be
sought by Mangrove Cell from
the government.
() Hon. High Court has|(i) A Committee of | Add. chief
directed that the Principal | secretaries shall be Secretary,
Secretaries of (1)Environment, | constituted, which will Revenue /
(2) Revenue and (3) Forest | be chaired by Add. chief
Department of the | Secretary Revenue. Secretary,
Any other subject | Government of Maharashtra Environment/
with the shall be overall in charge for Secretary,
permission of the | ensuring total compliance Forest




chair

with the directions issued.
They will monitor the working
of the Committee headed by
the Divisional Commissioner.

(i) A Secretariat of the
Monitoring ~ Committee,
headed by the Divisional
Commissioner needs to be set
up at the earliest. -

(iii) Empowering  Forest
Department to take
cognizance of offences under
Environment Protection Act

(i} The Secretariat will
be housed in the
Mangrove Cell and
necessary funds for
establishing the
Secretariat will be
provided by the
Mangrove Foundation.

(iii) Since the
enforcement of EPA
provisions to mangrove
areas outside forests do
not fall in the purview of
Forest Department, it
was decided to seek the
necessary ‘authorisation
for Forest Department
under the Act from
Govt. of India.

(iv) Mapping of
Mangroves.

iv) MRSAC will carry out
Mangroves study by
using high resolution for
detailed mapping of
mangroves, after
receiving said satellite
date,  transfer of
Mangroves details on
city Survey [/ Village
maps will be carried out.

(i}  Divisional
Commissioner,
APCCF,
Mangrove Cell

(iiiy  Principal
Secretary,
Environment,
APCCF
(Mangrove
Celi)

(iv) Director
MRSAC

(ii) 16
January
2019.

As early
as
possible

17th
March,
2019

The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the Chair.
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2 Shri. ManukumarShrivastav Additional éhief Secretary, Revenue
3 Shri. Anil Dingikar Principal Secretary Environment
4 | Shri. NitinKarir Principal Secretary, Urban Development.
5[ Shri. VikasKharge Secretary, Forest
6 | Shri. N Vasudevan Additional Principle Chief Conservator of forest, Mangrove

Cell, Mumbai. _ . :

7 | DriagdishPatil Divisional Commissio né‘?;~ K_o_rikén Dwismn

8 S’h?i. MilindBharambe lnspef;%pr Gengral of Police %
g Shri. RajendraKadam Chief Conservator of Forest, Thane. % ;
10 | Shri. Jayaramegowda R. Depuiy Conservagqr_ of fo_rig_st, Mangrove Cell, Mumﬁai;'(;%
11| Shri. SiddhramSalimat i
12 || Shri. BansiGavi '
13 | Shri. UdhavGhuge | Additional fipl_lgi‘tior, West Suburban
14 | Shri. Vikas R. Jagtap . Divisjﬁﬁagggfé;t Officer

- 15 | Shri. BhagvatGawande ' .Resident Depu;‘; Collector, East Suburban
16 | Dr. P.T. Gedam 7 Sr. Planner CIDCO -
17 | Shri.BS. Kh’éndare Desk Officer, Home Department.
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“We direct the State Government to constitute a Committee headed by the Divisional

Commissioner, as agreed by the State Government. The Committee and sub-committees shall be
Jormed in accordance with the observations made in paragraph 68 above. The committee shall be
responsible for the preservation and conservation of mangroves, for restoration of reclaimed
mangroves areas set out in paragraph 73 above and for implementation of the directions in this
Judgment. The Committee shall be constituted within a period of one month from today. The sub-
committees as observed in paragraph 68 shall be constituted within two months from today. The
Committee shall hold regular meetings and the minutes of the meeting shall be made available on
public domain as observed in paragraph 68 above. As directed under the order dated 6" October.,
2005 the Principal Secretaries of (1) Environment, (2) Revenue and (3) Forest Department of the
Government of Maharashtra shall be overall in-charge for ensuring total compliance with the
directions issued under this Judgment and Order. They will monitor the working of the Committee
headed by the Divisional Commissioner; ™
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Minutes of first meeting of State Mangrove Protection Monitoring
Committee held on 12" November 2018

The chairman has briefed all the members regarding the directions of Honourable Bombay
High Court and asked all the concern authority to take mangrove issue very seriously and to comply the

Item No: 1
Subject: Constitution of Sub Committee at District and Taluka Level.

As per the directions of Honourable Bombay High Court, the Maharashtra state government has
authorised Divisional Commissioner, Konkan Division to constitute sub -committee at District and
Taluka level vide its GR dated 16™ Oct, 2018,

Decision taken: The Divisional Commissioner has already formed a subcommittee both at the District
and Taluka Level and the same has been communicated (vide Letter...) to all the District Collectors of
Coastal Districts. The same has been briefed before the committee and discussion was held regarding its
composition. The committee has recommended few suggestions and changes as follows

a) To make Assistant Conservator of Forest and Range Forest officer as Member Secretary at District
and Taluka Level subcommittee respectively.

b) To include few NGO and Fishermen representatives in District and Taluka level subcommittee. It is
left to the collector to nominate these members to the subcommittee.

The role of these sub-committees includes

a) Periodical conduct of meetings at least once in a month.

b) Redress of Complaint regarding mangrove destruction

¢) Protection and conservation of mangrove

d) Restoration of reclaimed mangrove patch

¢) Implementation of the directions of the Honourable High court
Item No: 2

Subject: To set up Grievance Redressal Mechanism

Honourable Court has directed the state government to create a Grievance Redressal Mechanism for enabling the
members of the public to lodge complaints about the activity of destruction/removal of the mangroves. The matter
was discussed and the committee has setup following mechanism to redress the complaint.

Decision taken:

a) In order to take immediate action/response on the complaints related to destruction of mangroves, the
committee has set up a following mechanism




Complaint Received (through Toll free number 1 926/through website/through mail/through posi)

\/

The Nodal officer (Revenue/po[ice/Forest) hinvherself (whoever is available) or their team to inspect
the site within 48 hours and to take cognizance of the offence. It is the duty of Police (Concerned

nodal officer/ Deputy Superintendent of Police) to provide protection to the concerned officer who is

.

doing site inspection. The site inspection shall be done along with the Complainant,

b
A. on Non- notified mangrove land and Private mangrove:

mangrove area

- The authorized officer (Regional officer, MPCB or SDM) will submit the complaint before
the Honourable court Jor prosecution under EPA, 1986 within 2 month.

B. B. on Notified mangrove land:
- The concerned Forest officer will submit the complaint within three months before the court
Jor prosecution of offence under respective Forest Acts,

same can be used to receive the complaints of other district. The committee has consider this and
directed to use the same  website by changing  its  domain name to
WWW.KONKANMANGROVES.COM. The provision of uploading Geo coordinates; photographs and
other documents are made through the website.

The committee has directed member secretary to make changes in the website to intimate the progress
of the complaint to the complainant at three stages (complainant will receive the status of complaint as:
Site inspection done, Offence has been registered and Complaint has been filed before Honourable
Court)

d) Toll Free Number to receive the complaint: 1926 Service already in place to receive the complaints
from public. The committee has directed Collector, Deputy Conservator of Forest and Superintendent
of Police to nominate nodal officers from each district (one officer each from Revenue, Police and
Forest) and to share their mobile numbers, office contact numbers and e-maj] id to the Member
Secretary. The call centre (1926) will directly communicate the complaint details to concerned district
nodal officers.

€) The committee has directed Member Secretary to create a separate E-mail ID to receive the
complaintg,



f) Mr Debi Goenka has brought to the notice of the committee that there is less awareness towards
mangrove issue among the public prosecutor and their sensitization is need of the hour. He has asked to
nominate prosecutor who can deal with mangrove issue. After discussion, committee is of the opinion
that it would be better to have one court from each district which can hear the complaints of mangroves.
All the concern coastal police station and authorized officer under EPA, 1986 can file the complaints
before this Honourable Court. A public prosecutor from these courts can be sensitized regularly
regarding the issues related mangroves and laws of Forest and Environmental; so that the public
prosecutor can plead better before the Honourable Court.

Hence the proposals are being sought from each Superintendent of Police of coastal districts to
designate a single court from each district to hear the cases of mangroves .The proposal can be
submitted to government for its approval.

Item No: 3
Subject: Publicity regarding the availability of Grievance Redressal Mechanism.

Honourable Court has directed State Government to provide adequate publicity regarding the
availability of the Grievance Redress Mechanism in leading newspapers as well as local newspapers.
Information also to be displayed in the offices of District Collectors, Sub Divisional Officers,
Tehsildhars in the coastal districts as well as in the offices of the MPCB, MMB and Municipal
Corporations/Municipal Councils of coastal districts.

The publicity shall be given at regular intervals of at least six months to the details of the grievance
redress mechanism in leading newspapers having good circulation in the coastal areas.

Decision taken: The committee has directed Member Secretary to prepare a content of press note
(Information on committee, toll-free number, website and E-mail Id) and give it for publication through
publicity department. The content will be shared with all the District Collectors to publicise the same.
The Committee has directed all above mentioned authority to comply the directions of Honourable
High Court regarding publicity.

Item No: 4
Subject: Restoration of Mangroves.

Honourable High Court has asked state to replant destructed mangroves and to restore mangrove areas
which are illegally reclaimed. The said areas shall be restored to its original condition. In what manner
restoration shall be done must be decided by the committee headed by the Divisional Commissioner
after consulting experts in the field.

Decision Taken: Discussion was held regarding the immediate restoration of mangrove area. In most
of the cases immediate availability of fund to restore the mangrove land is not available and especially
in private area the authority will face problem. Even if the restoration cost of land is recovered from the
offender as an arrears of land revenue under Maharashtra Land Revenue Code but restoration work will
get affected because of immediate unavailability of fund.

Hence Committee has directed respective Municipal Corporations to take up responsibility of
restoration of destructed areas in their Jurisdiction (Urban area).The necessary funds can be demanded
from the government. For the rural areas, Mangrove Foundation will initially use its resources for
restoration and if such funds are not sufficient, additional grants will be sought by Mangrove Cell from
the government.




Item No: 5

Subject: To Identify Vulnerable mangrove areas and their constant surveillance.
Honourable court has asked the committee

a) To identify the vulnerable mangrove areas in the state and direct its constant surveillance by the
Police/Forest Guards/security Guards of the Maharashtra Security Corporation.

b) To ensure that barricades are erected for preventing the entry of vehicles in such vulnerable areas.
¢) The committee shall also consider of installing CCTVs along the vulnerable stretches to keep a vigil.

d) The committee shall also cause to undertake satellite mapping of mangroves area in the state at
periodical intervals of not more than six months by using resolutions as suggested in paragragh no 28 of
the note submitted by the learned senior counsel appearing for the petitioner. Any changes seen shall be
considered by the committee and remedial measures shall be taken. The State Government shall
sanction necessary amount for that purpose.

Decision Taken:

a) After discussion the committee is of the opinion that this exercise will require sufficient time to
identify most vulnerable sites from each district. Hence it has directed concern forest division of each
district will make a survey and identify these areas and the action plan will be prepared accordingly to
have constant vigil these lands.

b) The Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forest, Mangrove Cell has informed that, the
Mangrove Cell will take the responsibility of satellite mapping. Mangrove Foundation has already
given mapping of mangrove project to Indian Institute of Space science and Technology,
Thiruvananthapuram (Institute under ISRO).

Item No: 6

Subject: Transfer of Government Mangrove Land to Forest Department and Consequential
making revenue entries

The Honourable court has directed all the authorities to transfer Government mangrove land to Forest
Department and consequential directions regarding making revenue entries shall be complied within a
period of three months from the date on which Judgement and order is uploaded.

Decision Taken: Transfer of the entire notified areas other than the area excluded from Section 4 of
IFA, 1927 should be completed before the deadline given by the Hon. High Court, i.e. by 16"
December 2018. Wherever areas notified u/s 4 has been excluded after inquiry by the Forest Settlement
Officer, the orders should be shared with Forest Department, so that wherever felt necessary by the
latter, an appeal can be made.

Item No: 7
Subject: Nomination of Nodal officers to the committee.

The composition of the committee includes the representatives from MMRDA, CIDCO, MHADA,
MIDC, SRA, Police Commissioners etc. It is important to have senior officers to be part of the
committee and also the same officer can able coordinate better than presence of different officers in
each meeting of the committee.



Decision Taken: The chairman has directed each authority to nominate a senior officer (not below the
rank of Deputy Commissioner) probably second in command from each office to attend the meeting
regularly. The nomination has to be made by post/designation and it has to be communicated to
Member Secretary. Only with prior approval he/her can nominate other officer to attend the meeting in
his/her absence (only in case of emergency).

Item No: 8
Subject: Mangrove mortality due to Kharland bunds.

It is of the opinion that large scale mangrove mortality is occurring due to kharland bunds (both new
and existing) which completely blocks the tidal flow into the mangrove patch. Hence necessary
directions are required to concerned authority to allow proper tidal flow.

Decision Taken: As the Kharland bunds are necessary and being promoted to avoid influx of marine
water into agriculture land. It is of the observation that wherever existing bunds are there the MCZMA
may give permission to kharland board for repair of bunds without considering the impact on
mangroves.

Hence Committee has decided to appraise these facts to MCZMA and kharland board to examine each
cases of Kharland bund construction in consultation with Mangrove Cell. Proper culvert provisions are
made to allow tidal water for the growth of mangroves while constructing the kharland bunds.

Item No: 9
Subject: To notify all government mangrove land into Reserve Forest.

All mangroves on government land are to be notified as Reserved Forests and transferred to the Forest
Department, as per the directions of the High Court. This applies to Revenue land as well as mangrove
land in the possession of Municipal Corporations and government agencies like CIDCO, MMRDA,
MHADA, MIDC etc.

Decision taken: For the process of identification of such land, their notification as Reserved Forest and
subsequent transfer, the chairman has directed that, the forest official shall identify such areas to be
notified with details thereof with the help of RDC.The concern RDC of the district will be the nodal
officer from Revenue Department for speeding up the entire process.

a3
airman
State Mangrove Monitoring Committee
And
The Divisional Commissioner,
Konkan Division
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Executive Director, Mangrove and Marine Biodiversity Conservation Foundation &
Office of the Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Mangrove Cell

Ph: 022-26471617, 26472737 / Fax 26591386, Email:

2™ Floor, A Wing, S.R.A. Bldg. Anant Kanekar Marg, Bandra (East), Mumbai - 400 051

y.in / cefmmumbai@emall.com

ADMIN /2017-18/70 November 03, 2017
To
Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests,
(Information, Technology and Policy)
Ground Floor, B Wing, Van Bhavan,
Ramgiri Road, Civil Lines,
Nagpur 440 001 _
: !
Sub: Availing the service of 1926 - ‘Hello Forest’ as part of grievance redressal facility for Wetlands
and Mangrove Conservation

—

Ref: 1. Letter from Addl. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (ITP) dated September 20, 2017
2, Letter from Deputy Conservator of Forests (Mangrove Cell) dated October 10, 2017
3. Judgement of Hon'ble High Court dated July 25, 2016 ‘

Sir,

With reference to the above subject and matter under reference, a work order is being issued 10 SAAR
IT solutions for providing a grievance redressal facility for mangrove and wetland conservatigh.

The cost of engaging 3 seats (2 Operators and 1 Supervisor) amounting 10 Rs. 1.20 lakh per month
will be met from the Mangrove and Marine Biodiversity Conservation Foundation of Maharashtra.

The Mangrove and Marine Biodiversity Conservation Foundation will provide the necessary training
to the call centre operators and will also prepare a suitable FAQ.

The contact person from Mangrove Cell/Foundation for this work will be Shri. R. Jayaramegowda,
D.C'F. Mangrove Cell (Mob.: 9833951991).

g 2 f
Yours Faithfully ’

€

(N. Vas udevan
AddL Principal Chicf Conservator of Forests,
Mangrove Cell & Executive Director,
Mangrove and Marine Biodiversity Conservation Foundation

!

Copy submitted to:

Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (HoFF), Nagpur
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Wildlife), Nagpur
Deputy Conservator of Forests (Mangrove Cell), Mumbai

- M3 Sidiaygth ,Vice Breaident SARR TT Reseuvee PVJF Lid
. . . L
9. M Shysam Geyandi , Manaqexy Ope catlen |, SApn ITT  Resource Py

L
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Oftice of the Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Mangrove Cell

2" Floor, A Wing, S.R.A. Bldg. Anant Kanekar Marg, Bandra (East), Mumbai —~400 051

Ph: 022-26471617. 26472737 / Fax 26591 586, Email: cefmangrove@mahaforest. eov.in / cefmmumbaifibmail. com
Rt |

ADMIN/2017-18/1783 ' October 10, 2017

To
The Executive Director,

Mangrove and Marine Biodiversity Conservation Foundation,
Mumbai

Sub: Proposal for granting of funds to avail the service of 1926 - *Hello Forest’ for addressing matters
regarding wetland and grievance. .

Ref: 1. Judgement of Hon’ble High Court dated 25" July 2016
2. GR for setting up of the Konkan Wetland Grievance Redressal Committee
3. Letter from Addl. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (ITP) dated 20™ Sept 2017

Sir,

The Hon'ble High Court Order dated 25th July 2016 had directed the state government to set up a
commiftee under the chairmanship of Konkan Divisional Commissioner in order tqredress the
grievances related to wetlands and to provide a separate toll free number to receive the complaints.

In this regard it was discussed with the Addl. PCCF (ITP), Nagpur to avail the service of 1926 toll
free number and it was communicated in the letter dated September 20, 2017 that a team of 3
members (2 Operators and 1 Supervisor) could be added to the existing call centre- ‘Hello Forest” at a
monthly expense of Rs. 1.20 Lakhs (Approx. Rs. 40000.00 per member per month), This team would
be specially trained to address matters related to wetland.

Hence, this is to request you to kindly grant a funding of Rs. 7.2 Lakhs for the year 2017-18 (October
2017 to March 2018) through the Mangrove and Marine Biodiversity Conservation Fdundation of
Maharashtra to Office of Addl. PCCF (ITP) for providing above said services.

Thanking you.

S TR TS Bieea o, 7

A et ] _ H} Yours Faithfully
¥a)
IEE B 254D e \0% -
00T 2017 Powerdh -

g

Jayaramegowda R
Deputy Conservator of Forests,
Mangrove Cell, Mumbai and The Member Secretary
Konkan Wetland Grievance Redressal Committee
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Ref ;-

Office of Principal Chicf Conservator of Forests (110FF) M.S. N: aopur
Ground Iloor, B Wing. Van Bhanvan. Ramgiri Road. Civil Lines, Nagpur 440001,
0712-2356701, LEmail apectitp e mahaiorest.eoy in Website-www,mahaforest. gav I

buhjcu - Computerization of MFD
Call Centre facility as pant of gricvance redressal faciliny
for Mangorve and Wetlands conservation,
No.D-15/S@uICTENo. 119G3/ 626/2017-18
Nagpur-440 001, dated. 208¢p-2017,

Additional Principal Chicel Conservator of Forests,
{(Mangrove Cell) Mumbai

- Your k-mail dated 14-Sep-2017

i
2. Judgement of Honble High Court dated 25-Jul-2016
3. Discussion held with PCCF (1ToFFY), M.S. Nagpur dated 18-Sep-2017

In view of above subject and matter under reference (c-mails atached), a proposal from your oflice

is requested Lo be sent to us covering the following aspects,

3

3.

4,

5

“orest”

H\Os related to Citiven regarding wetland and mangroves aspects, that may be sh .m:d with Hello
=

Forests Call © enire,
The existing call centre 1926- “licllo Forest™ may nced additional *3° scats (2 ()pc{l.l:)n\
Supervisor) to deal the subject independently. The financial implication will be as pc.r existing
contract with SAAR T Solutions (Approximately Rs. 40000/~ /ScavMonth). That means monthly
expenses of Rs. 1.20 Lakhs per month.

T'he above expenditure may have to be met from the funds of the Dept. of Environment. Govt. of
Mabharashtra, which APCCF (Mangrove Cell) may sccure,

Training may have to be imparted to the call centre operators by you in regard to wetland and
mangrove conservation. i
Scope of services and contact particulars of the relevant officers dealing the subject 0 whom the

complaints’calls may be torwarded should be submiticd to this office at carliest.

Incoiporating all the issucs, a comprehensive proposal may be submitted, so that ~1926- Hello
L -
is engaged w handle wetland and mangrove related call centre service as well.

Issued after prior approval from PCCF (HoFF) M.S. Nagpur

-

Deaft Approved by APCCEITT), Nugpur f
L . . %y . - PR
for Additional Principal Chicl Canservator of Forests
(Information. Technology and Poliey), Nagpur

Copy submitied to Principal Chicf Conscrvator of Forests (Head of Forest Foree) M.S. Nagpur for

information.
Copy submitied to Principal Chiel Conservator of Forests (Wildlife) M.S. Nagpur for
Information,

. S
AdE BR/G
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Government of Maharashtra

No: DIT-2013/CR-72/39
Directorate of Information Technology,

7" Floor, Mantralaya, Mumbai — 400032
Date: 3" November 2018

To,

Mr. Ajay Rao

SAAR IT Resources Pvt. Ltd
Corporate Head Office, 1206

DLH Park near MTNL Staff Quarters
SV Road, Goregaon West

Mumbai

Sub: Extension of Work Order for Implementation of Citizen Contact Centre from 1* September,
2018 to 31" December, 2018

Reference:

1. Work Order for 3 seats dated 27 June 2013 for the period 8 August, 2013 to 7th
2014

August,

2. Work Order for additional 1 seat dated 19* December 2013 for the period 8* August, 2013
to 7** August, 2014
Work Order dated 5 October 2015 for the period 8" August, 2015 to 7t August, 2016

4. Work Order dated 20™ May 2015 for the period 20" May, 2016 to 7" August, 2016
Work Order for 2 seats dated 4 October 2016 for the period 8% August, 2016 to 7" August,
2017

6. Work Order for 4 seats dated 12 January 2018 for the period 8t August, 2017 to 31
March, 2018

7. Work Order for 4 seats dated 12 April 2018 for the period 1* April, 2018 to 31% May, 2018

8. Work Order for 4 seats dated 5" June 2018 for the period 1% June, 2018 to 31* August, 2018

9. Revised Work Order for 4 seats dated 11'" June 2018 for the period 1* June, 2018 to 31*
August, 2018

10. DIT Project Implementation Committee held on 03" November 2018

Dear Mr. Ajay,

Directorate of IT, Government of Maharashtra has initiated a project to establish a Citizen

Contact Centre (CCC) for providing informational, Grievance and Transactional services for all the

Government Departments to citizen since 2013.



,—

With reference to the above mentioned subject, Directorate of Information Technology
(DIT), Government of Maharashtra is pleased to extend the period of engagement for Citizen Contact

Centre with M/s SAAR IT Resources Pvt. Ltd. The work order issued subject to following conditions.

1. This work order issued subject to the terms and conditions listed above in the Reference
section and signing an agreement for a period of 4 months i.e. from 1% September 2018 to
31" December 2018.

2. Once the new vendor gets on-boarded, this contract would stand terminated and all the data
would be handed over to new Vendor

Costing Details:
Duration
Resource Rate per Seat Total work order value
Number of Seats {in Months and
(In Rs.)* {InRs.)
days)
4 30,240 4 Months 4,83,840
*Exclusive of applicable taxes

Kindly acknowledge the receipt of the Work Order.

Yours Sincerely,

T-rovad Qe

(Jyotsna Madekar)
Under Secretary —IT
General Administration Department
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